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BRUCE CARLSON EYES TOP SPOT ON UM ALL-TIME SCORING LIST
by
Bob Rosenthal
UM Sports Information Director
(This is the !inal installment in a five-part series on UM football prospects for 1977.)
In a conference of outstanding kickers, UM's Bruce Carlson may be the Big Sky's best.
Idaho has Ralph Lowe, Idaho State has Ricardo Restrepo, Northern Arizona has Tom
Jurich and Montana State has Jeff Muri.

But the Grizzlies have Bruce Carlson and his

father, UM head coach Gene Carlson, thinks Bruce is the best of the bunch.
"I think Bruce is more consistent than the rest," Carlson explained.
"Over the past couple of years, Bruce has averaged around 40 yards a punt and been at
75 percent accuracy on field goal attempts.
attempts.

In three years he's converted 65 of 68 PAT

I'm confident in Bruce's ability and know he can get the job done."

Does a father-son relationship ever interfere with decision making?
"I try not to let emotions interfere," the elder Carlson said.
"If we're in a situation where I think we should go for a first down instead of
trying a comparatively short field goal, we'll do that.

Bruce performs as a member of

our team and hopefully can come through when we call on him."
Bruce earned second team all-conference honors as a place kicker last season and
second team honors as a punter in 1975.

A three-year letterman, Bruce is on the verge

of becoming UM's career scoring leader.

He's accumulated 143 points in three years as

first-string kicker for the Grizzlies.
Last season he converted 19 of 20 PATs, 12 of 17 field goals, including a fifty
yarder, and averaged 40 yards a punt.

He'll be backed up by sophomore Allen Green on

punting assignments.
- more -
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Although there is a shortage of experience, particularly on defense, the Grizzlies
promise to provide excitement in 1977.
A bolstered pass attack and quality receivers will keep opposing defenses honest.
The pass attack will also help and compliment the running game.

An outstanding offensive

line and two quality quarterbacks will give the Grizzlies a potentially strong offensive
unit.

Several promising freshmen will learn a great deal from the veterans of this unit.
Stunting, blitzing and plenty of hustle will help the defense compensate for lack of

experience and a shortage of size.
interior will be a tremendous help.
how quickly the defense comes along.

The addition of Steve Fisher to the defensive
In the final analysis, sophomores will determine
The kicking game is solid with Bruce Carlson.

Two important points should be made here.
play a great deal this season.
progresses.

First, many young players will learn and

Their progress will be significant as the season

It will also be significant for the future of the program at UM.

Secondly, Gene Carlson has assembled a fine staff of coaches to work with this team.
Dave Ni ckel, Pokey Allen, Gary Ekegren, Pat Dolan and graduate assistant Terry Albrecht
are hard working, knowledgeable people who have the ability to mold a winning team.
With this strong leadership and team potential, the Grizzlies should be on the
winning track in 1977.
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